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Document No. 461
[Pedro de Arana to the House of Trade, Havana, July 4,
1586]
(P. i)                                       +
Very Illustrious Sir
Just as the two advice-boats were about to sail, Pedro Bernal and
Bias Gonzalez masters, there entered a little open launch from San
Agustin in Florida, despatched by Governor Pedro Men&ndez
Marque*z. He reports that the corsair Francis Drake with his fleet
was sighted from the forts at San Agustin on the 6th ultimo. He
landed men and set up artillery on a hill which commanded the
position in which Pedro Men^ndez Marques had fortified himself
because it was a stronger position than San Agustin itself. And after
he had used his artillery, events developed as your lordship will see
by the enclosed depositions .. .2
The corsair took about 6000 ducats from His Majesty's strong-box
and as much more belonging to private individuals who had buried
it. He carried off the artillery and food supplies. The total he ob-
tained must be over 8000 ducats. He did more than 40,000 ducats
damage in burning the town and razing all its (p. 2) plantations.
After he had done this the enemy sailed away on June 13 saying that
he was going to Santa Elena.
He will have taken that place as easily and Gutierre de Miranda
will have run even greater risk. It is considered that it will have been
difficult for him to escape from the Englishman; and if he does, it
will be only to encounter worse enemies in the Indians ...
Of His Majesty's armada there is no news here, nor has the fleet
arrived yet...
Persons coming in from Florida state that the enemy is stronger in
ships and men than we were informed . , . He could come out to
meet the fleet from Santa Elena and that coast where unquestionably
there is an English settlement.
If there were not, and Francis Drake did not intend to proceed
thither after disembogueing, there would be no sense (p. 3) in his
1 A. de /., 42-1-8/3, ContratacI6n 5108. i pliego, original. Copy in 54-2-4? Santo
Domingo 126.
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